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Kevin Behne graduated from 
East Butler in 1974 but then (in a 
roundabout way) returned in 2010—
this time as a teacher. Eleven years 
later, he left again—this time, retiring 
after a 43 year teaching career.

The foundation for that teaching 
career came from his parents—
both teachers. His father, Ernest, 
started teaching at Brainard High 
in 1950 and retired from East 
Butler 38 years later. His mother, 
Genevieve, taught elementary for 
36 years, also ending her career at 
East Butler. 

“I feel like I’ve grown up with this 
school,” said Kevin. For example, 
he still calls the multi-purpose 
room “the old gym” because of his 
early memories when he attended 
basketball practices there with his 
dad as coach; this was the school’s 
gym before the 1966 addition. 

Later, as a high school student, 
Kevin played basketball himself 
(now in the “new gym”) and 
participated in more: “East Butler 
gave me an opportunity to be 

Kevin Behne EB Class of 1974

Kevin Behne pictured in his classroom at East Butler. 
Mr. Behne retired after 43 years of teaching.
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involved in extracurricular activities 
such as basketball, track, band, 
chorus, FFA, speech and class plays,” 
he said.  

But with two parents as teachers, 
academics were a priority. Whether 
it was in class or extracurriculars, 
Kevin felt the influence of other 
positive role models on the East 
Butler staff, including Fred Semin, 
Bill Perk, Jim Bruner and Vic 
Bohuslavsky. When it came time to 
choose a career, Kevin thought of 
these positive influences and went 
into teaching.

After graduating from East Butler, he 
attended the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln and earned a bachelor of 
science degree in social sciences, 
with a major in history, in 1978. 
Later, he earned a master’s degree 
in education, with an emphasis on 
American history, from Wayne State 
College.

His first job was at Verdigre 
Public School, where Kevin taught 
American history and world history. 
He also was head boys’ basketball 
coach, plus coached junior high 
football and junior high track, 
and served as junior class sponsor. 
Verdigre is a Czech community in 
Knox County and is known as the 
“Kolache Capital” of Nebraska. On 
the first day of school, the students 
were shocked that the new history 
teacher could pronounce all the last 
names correctly. 

After two years at Verdigre, he 
accepted a job at Prague Public 
School where he was the history 
department, teaching 7-12 classes, 

specifically Nebraska, American 
and world history, geography, 
civics, American government and 
economics. This was not unusual that 
Kevin was the only history teacher 
at Prague since each teacher was 
responsible for all 7-12 classes in 
their field at PHS.

Again at Prague, he was head boys’ 
basketball coach, as well as assistant 
football coach and senior class 
sponsor. Three of his boys’ basketball 
teams qualified for the D-2 state 
tournament—in 1987, 1992 and 
1993. “I was blessed with many hard 
working, unselfish and dedicated 
young athletes at Prague,” he said. 
“No matter if it was a winning or 

losing season, their efforts made 
coaching a positive experience.”

One opponent each season always 
had special meaning—East Butler. 
“At this point in my career, I was 
always trying to defeat the Tigers,” 
he said. “The games usually drew big 
crowds and no matter the outcome 
of the game, the host school always 
came away the winner with the gate 
receipts.” 

After coaching for 17 years, Kevin 
became athletic director at Prague. 
He continued to teach and carry 
out other extracurricular duties at 
Prague until 2010. That’s when a 
chapter ended as the school closed 
and it merged with East Butler. 
“Seeing Prague close was very hard, 
especially after teaching there 30 
years,” he said. “During that time, 
I taught two generations, both the 
parents and then later, their children. 
We enjoyed living in Prague for 15 
years and had good friends among 
the community, as well as the 
teaching staff. To this day, we still 
keep in touch with many of those 
friends.”

“I’ve got many fond memories of 
those 30 years of teaching and 
coaching at Prague.”

So after 30 years of teaching at 
Prague, Kevin returned to East 
Butler—this time as a member of the 
staff. Kevin taught geography, civics, 
world history and sociology. Extra 
duties  have included assistant athletic 
director, assistant boys basketball 
coach, head girls basketball coach and 
junior high track. 

SPOTLIGHT ON ALUMNI CONTINUED

Mr. Behne – 1st day of school.
August 2019
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“I’ve enjoyed teaching in smaller, 
rural schools,” he said. “I always 
enjoyed helping the students learn 
about history and attempted to tie 
the past to present events, to learn 
our local history and to encourage 
students to learn their family 
history—to ask their grandparents 
and great-grandparents about their 
experiences in life. Following ‘family 
tree’ research projects, it’s amazing 
to hear the students remark about 
some of the things they’ve learned 
about their family history. Their own 
history has come to life.”

While academics have always been 
a priority, Kevin appreciates the 
many extracurricular opportunities 
East Butler provides for students. 
“Many students take an active 
role in athletics, the fine arts and 
organizations such as FFA, FCCLA 
and FBLA,” he said. “The skills 
and interests gained through 
participation in activities can 
and do have a lifelong impact. 
I still remember much of that 
parliamentary procedure I learned 
in FFA and it sure came in handy 
when I served on the Brainard 
Village Board.” “Academics and 
extracurricular programs both teach 
the value of hard work, teamwork, 
good citizenship and have been a 
foundation of all three schools I had 
the opportunity to work at,” he said.

“East Butler is like a second family 
and I will miss the students and staff. 
It’s been an honor and privilege to 
work here. I have been extremely 
lucky to finish my teaching career 
as an East Butler Tiger. I really don’t 
look at this as retiring—after 43 
years, I’m finally graduating.” 

End of Kevin Behne’s coaching career - Last Junior High 
Track Meet, May 10, 2021

Head Girls Basketball Coach Kevin Behne discusses strategy 
with the East Butler Lady Tigers. January 2018.

Kevin Behne coached the Prague Boys basketball team to 
the State Tournament in 1993!
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Dean R. Rolfsmeier Memorial  
EB Alumni Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to the 38 recipients of the Dean R. Rolfsmeier Alumni Scholarship. 
Each recipient received $453.09. To be eligible, you must be an East Butler Alumni 
and enrolled in a post-secondary institution.

Kelsi Havlovic
Karissa Mullen
Lucas Morgan
Kaytlin Johnson
Miranda Spatz
Levi Belew
Lexi Haney
Brandon Rezac
Mariah Aerts
Madison Helman

Madyson Paseka
Samantha Rezac
Amber Cooper
Catherine Benes
Jade Prochaska
Colin Wade
Korissah Milikan
Corden Novotny
Sydney Christensen
Kristin Johnson

Jacob Janak
Dalton Bohac
Jarod Aerts
Wayne Belew
Amanda Aerts
Matthew Janak
Jadyn Robley
Olivia Bohac
Kailyn Hummel
Alissa Hummel

Natasha Fuehrer
Erin Barta
Abby Pierce
Kristine Tejral
Mark Cidlik
Roxanne Bergman
Sophia Bergman
Austin Pierce

*Reminder – ALL EAST BUTLER ALUMNI pursuing further education are eligible for the Dean R. Rolfsmeier Alumni Scholarship.

East Butler Foundation 
Brick Sales 
Personalized bricks are being sold to: honor a 
child, recognize your family, remember a loved 
one or commemorate a special day. Bricks will 
be displayed on the East Butler Foundation 
wall located in the Activity Entrance of the High 
School in Brainard. Your purchase will not only 
help us continue to fund enrichment programs 
and scholarships for our school, it will become 
a permanent part of the school, and is tax 
deductible. 4” x 8” Bricks are $200.00 and can 
include up to 3 lines of text with 18 characters per 
line. For more information about the fundraiser, 
visit East Butler Public School’s website at 
ebutlertigers.org, click on the Foundation Tab 
and look for Foundation Brick Sales.

Saturday, August 14, 2021
Shotgun Start 9 a.m.
David City Golf Club 

899 Park Drive

Register your team today! 
ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org

13th Annual Four Person 

Golf Scramble
A Fund-Raising Event for the East 

Butler School Foundation
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Welcome Back  
Mr. Cidlik 
EB Alum is High School Principal

Mark Cidlik 
completed his first 
year as Principal at 
East Butler. Mark 
lives in Dwight with 
his wife, Kelly. They 
have a son, Ryley, 
who lives in Omaha. 
Mark graduated 
from East Butler 
Public Schools 
in 1989. After 
his High School graduation, Mark attended Platte 
Community College in Columbus and graduated with 
an Associate’s Degree in Education. He then graduated 
from the University of Nebraska at Kearney in 1993 
with a degree in Social Science Education. Over his 
educational career, he obtained Masters’ degrees in 
Behavioral Disorders Education from UNL and a 7-12 
Administration degree from Concordia University. 

Mark started his career as a teacher at Rivendell 
Psychiatric Center in Seward. He then taught Social 
Studies at Rising City Public Schools. Mark taught 
K-6 Special Education at East Butler from 2002-2011. 
Starting in the fall of 2011, Mark taught American 
Government at Seward High School and was the Head 
Boys Basketball Coach. He coached and taught at 
Seward for nine years. This past school year, he became 
the 7-12 Principal at East Butler Public School.

“I was proud of our students and staff and all they 
had to overcome this past year with the restrictions 
of Covid. I enjoyed my first year as Principal at East 
Butler. The students and people that make up our East 
Butler community have been welcoming and great to 
work with. It is great to be a Tiger again!”

Continued 
Leadership 
Eldridge Takes on New Role

In July of 2020, 
Michael Eldridge 
took on a new role as 
the Superintendent 
of schools for the 
East Butler Public 
School District. Mr. 
Eldridge began at 
East Butler in July 
of 2013 as the High 
School Principal, 
and he served in 
that role for seven years. Prior to coming to East Butler, 
Mr. Eldridge served as the high school principal for 
the Sidney Community School District, in Sidney, 
Iowa. His teaching experience includes teaching vocal 
music in the Red Oak Community School District in 
Red Oak, Iowa as well as vocal music for the Converse 
County School District #1 in Douglas, Wyoming. Each 
of those experiences has a combined total of 7 years of 
teaching experience, and has prepared Mr. Eldridge for 
a role in school administration. His years of experience 
in school administration now total 12 years.  

Mr. Eldridge has degrees from Morningside University 
in Sioux City, Iowa, Drake University in Des Moines, 
Iowa, and is completing his Ed.S. degree from Wayne 
State College in Wayne, Nebraska. His hope is to start a 
doctoral program within the next couple of years.

Mr. Eldridge and his wife Tasha have three children, 
all of whom attend East Butler. Nathaniel who is 11 
years old will start 6th grade, Jacob who is 9 will start 
4th grade, and Olivia who will turn 6 years old will be 
going into the 1st grade this fall.  

In reflecting about his time at East Butler, Mr. Eldridge 
has always felt that the school district is full of 
passionate teachers, eager students, involved parents, 
and a community that cares about their school. He said, 
“This is a tremendous school, with excellent people, 
and outstanding opportunities. The sky’s the limit to 
what the East Butler is capable of, and I look forward to 
continuing that purpose moving forward.”



Class of 2021 East Butler 
Foundation Scholarship Recipients
Wake Foundation 
Scholarship
Audrey Belew $2,000

Mari Pesek Math & 
Science Scholarship 
Julia Dvorak $1,000
Alternate – Adaline Sullivan

Authur & Virginia 
Hoffbauer Memorial
Suzanne Piitz $1,000
Alternate – Adaline Sullivan

First Nebraska Bank
Madison Spatz $300.00
Alternate – Justin Dvorak 

Interview Scholarship 
Winners
Suzanne Piitz $300.00
Audrey Belew $300.00

Interview Scholarship  
$175.00
Adaline Sullivan
Meghan Riha
Julia Dvorak

Interview Scholarship  
$75.00
Anthony Strizek
Madison Spatz
Melody Chmelka
Nevada Mentink
Cassie Kubik

East Butler Foundation
Melody Chmelka $200.00
Collin Bouc $200.00
Audrey Belew  $200.00
Julia Dvorak $200.00
Justin Dvorak $200.00
Meghan Riha $200.00

East Butler Foundation 
Certified / Specialized 
Career
Nevada Mentink $250.00
Collin Bouc $250.00
Alternate 1 – Anthony Strizek
Alternate 2 – Josh Malina

East Butler Legacy
Suzanne Piitz $250.00
Adaline Sullivan $250.00
Alternate 1 – Anthony Strizek
Alternate 2 – Julia Dvorak

Video Scholarship  
$50.00 each
Adaline Sullivan
Meghan Riha
Anthony Strizek

Fortik Technical  
EBF Matching Funds
Madison Spatz  $1,000.00
Alternate – Audrey Belew

William Perk Family   
EBF Matching Funds
 Jared Roth $1,000.00

Pekarek Ag  
EBF Matching Funds
Cassie Kubik $500.00
Alternate - Suzanne Piitz 

Career Start  
EBF Matching Funds
Anthony Strizek $1,000.00
Alternate – Nevada Mentink

Joseph and Rita Helman 
Music Scholarship 
EBF Matching Funds 
 Suzanne Piitz - $1,000.00
Alternate – Audrey Belew

Joseph and Rita Helman 
Ag Schoalrship 
EBF Matching Funds 
Cassie Kubik $1,000.00
Alternate – Suzanne Piitz

Janice and Roger 
Benes Scholarship   
EBF Matching Funds
Meghan Riha $500.00
Alternate – Suzanne Piitz

Randall C. Eldridge 
Memorial Scholarship 
EBF Matching Funds
Cassie Kubik $500.00
Alternate – Josh Malina

Even Better 
Scholarships           
$150.00 each
Collin Bouc
Nevada Mentink
Suzanne Piitz
Tristan Rezac
Anthony Strizek
Madison Spatz
Meghan Riha
Julia Dvorak
Audrey Belew
Justin Dvorak
Adaline Sullivan
Josh Malina

Dean R. Rolfsmeier 
Memorial  (Senior) 
$17,640.00 Awarded
Madison Spatz
Tristan Rezac
Suzanne Piitz
Audrey Belew
Julia Dvorak
Adaline Sullivn
Nevada Mentink
Collin Bouc
Justin Dvorak
Meghan Riha
Anthony Strizek
Josh Malina

6  East Butler Public Schools Foundation 

Suzanne Piitz was the alternate and Cassie 
Kubik was the winner of the Pekarek Ag 
Scholarship.  Ryan and Katie Pekarek of 
Pekarek’s Produce offer a Matching Funds 
Scholarship each year to a High School Senior 
majoring in Agriculture.

Jared Roth was 
the recipient of 
the William Perk 
Math and Science 
Matching Funds 
Scholarship.  Mr. Perk’s 
children sponsor the 
scholarship each year 
to honor their father, 
Mr. Bill Perk, a long-
time science teacher 
at East Butler.

$34,435.00 in scholarship money was 
distributed to the East Butler Class of 2021!  
Thank You to our East Butler Foundation 
scholarship sponsors, matching fund partners 
and fundraising supporters!
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Construction Completed
Kitchen, Commons Area, Concession Stand opened in January 2021

The East Butler Public School District began a major 
construction project in March of 2020, just about the 
time the COVID pandemic was ramping up. However, 
the district had been working through planning for this 
project for several months. The initial planning phase 
of this project began back in the spring of 2019, when 
discussions were taking place about a kitchen addition 
and common space for our students and community. 
The East Butler School board made the decision to move 
forward with this project and secure financing. 

The district secured funding for the $2.6 million project 
through First National Bank of Omaha, in which the 
district has entered into a lease to purchase agreement 
with. A lease to purchase is a program that many school 
districts utilize to conduct construction projects like this. 
A lease to purchase is exactly how it sounds, the district 
will lease the space until the financing is paid back. The 
district will pay off this amount by 2026.  

The new space, which opened in January of 2021, consists 
of a state of the art kitchen, concession stand, and a 
common space that will be utilized for our students 
during lunch time, as well as throughout the school day. 
The community is also welcome to utilize the space by 
contacting the school. The kitchen space is unique as it is 
consistent with what you would see in a modern kitchen. 
One of the most noticeable features is our “Tilt skillet”, 
which allows the kitchen staff to cook large quantities of 
beef, vegetables, soups, etc. The kitchen does not have a 
stove, rather it utilizes convection ovens, a steamer, tilt 
skillet, and hot water dispenser.  

This has been a welcome addition to our school, our 
kitchen staff is able to provide higher quality meals to our 
students and staff. We have seen a significant increase in 
the amount of students and staff that are eating school 
lunch. This is in large part to the work that our kitchen 
staff is doing as well as the ability to have an environment 
that is conducive to this purpose. 

Seating in the new commons area.

A concession stand was added to the new 
commons area.

The new addition provides food service 
staff with a larger ‘state of the art’ kitchen 
and new serving area.



HELPING OUR STUDENTS ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS
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facebook.com/ebfoundation

P.O. Box 54
Brainard, NE 68626
(402) 545-2081 
ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org

Board Members
Shannon Novotny, President
Paige Glasshoff, Vice President
Connie Johnson, Treasurer
Michael Eldridge, Superintendent
Joni Ringdahl, Recording Secretary
Brandon Jisa, Board of Education Member
Sandy Bongers, Administrative Assistant

For the fifth year, the East Butler Foundation, in partnership with the community, has continued 
to implement the matching funds scholarship program. The goal of this project is to provide 
scholarship money, real life experience, and community involvement to represent individual 
preference.  The minimum donation required for a matching fund scholarship is $250.00

The criteria set for the scholarship is determined by the individual/business partnering in the 
matching fund scholarship program.  The following matching funds scholarships were awarded to 
graduating Seniors in the spring of 2021.

All scholarships were funded 50% from the Foundation and 50% from private donors.  We thank 
the community for their generosity and willingness to invest in our school and youth.  If other 
individuals are interested in developing a scholarship of your own criteria or with ideas that the 
Foundation has developed, please contact us at ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org so we can 
help facilitate your generosity toward our students.

GIVING BACK

 $1,000 Career Start Scholarship

 $1,000 Fortik Scholarship

 $500 Pekarek Ag Scholarship

 $1,000 William Perk Family  
Science, Math, and Engineering 
Scholarship 

 $1000 Joseph and Rita Helman Music 
Scholarship

 $1000 Joseph and Rita Helman Ag Scholarship

 $500 Janice and Roger Benes Scholarship

 $500 Randall C. Eldridge Memorial Scholarship


